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CITY OF TEMECULA
AGENDA REPORT
TO: City Manager/City Council
FROM: Luke Watson, Director of Community Development

DATE: January 12, 2016

SUBJECT: Introduce a Citywide Ordinance Prohibiting the Cultivation of Marijuana Within
the City of Temecula

PREPARED BY: Dale West, Associate Planner
RECOMMENDATION: That the City Council introduce and read by title only an ordinance
entitled:

ORDINANCE NO. 16-

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
TEMECULA ADDING CHAPTER 8.52, MARIJUANA
CULTIVATION, TO THE TEMECULA MUNICIPAL CODE TO
PROHIBIT THE CULTIVATION OF MARIJUANA IN THE CITY,
AMENDING THE ZONING ORDINANCE TO PROHIBIT
MARIJUANA CULTIVATION IN ALL ZONES, AMENDING THE
DEFINITION OF ENFORCEMENT OFFICIAL AND FINDING
THAT THIS ORDINANCE IS EXEMPT FROM THE CALIFORNIA
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT PURSUANT TO CEQA
GUIDELINES, SECTION 15061(B)(3)

SUMMARY OF

ORDINANCE: The proposed Ordinance amends the Temecula Municipal Code,
to add Chapter 8.52, Marijuana Cultivation, prohibiting all marijuana cultivation in the City,
amendment to Sections 17.06.030, 17.080.030 and 17.14.030 of the Zoning Code to prohibit
the cultivation of marijuana in residential, commercial, office, industrial and open space zones in
the City, and an amendment to the definition of enforcement official contained in Section 1.21 of
the Temecula Municipal Code.

BACKGROUND: In 1996, California voters adopted the Compassionate Use Act
(“CUA”) as a ballot initiative, codified as Health and Safety Code Section 11362.5. The intent of
Proposition 215 was to enable persons who are in need of marijuana for medical purposes to
use it without fear of criminal prosecution under limited, specified circumstances. The
proposition did not supersede legislation prohibiting persons from engaging in conduct that
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